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Bellringing at St Mary’s 

 

2013 has been as busy as ever for the tower members.   We have 18 active members in the band including 

the four juniors who come when school work and other activities permit.   We were delighted to welcome 

Ann Lynes to the band in June.   Ann learned to ring before coming to St Mary’s as Team Curate and joins us 

for service ringing when time permits.      

 

We have been able to ring for at least one service every Sunday and have had extra ringing on a number of 

occasions including ringing for 11 weddings, two funerals/memorial services, special carol services and St 

George’s Day (‘Ring for England’).    In November we were particularly glad to be able to ring two quarter 

peals to celebrate the life of Raymond Chapman.   Thirty-nine Quarter Peals were rung on the bells during 

2013.     

 

With ringers from neighbouring towers we enjoyed an outing in January to Thames Valley towers around 

Wraysbury and Windsor organised by Eddie Hartley.    Then in July our summer weekend trip was based at 

the Manor House Hotel in Alsager, East Cheshire.    Mike arranged ringing at 33 different towers over 5 days 

and we were successful with 15 quarter peals.   Some of us also joined the Fulham ringers in October on their 

outing to Essex to ring at some 10-bell towers while their bells were out of action.  

 

In May, at the Surrey Association AGM held at St Mary’s Putney, Freya Fraser was presented with the Violet 

Potter Award by Patrick Wills, Master of the Association.  This award is presented to a ringer who achieves a 

quarter peal before reaching their 18
th

 birthday.  Freya was just 13 at the time!  We hope more of our juniors 

will achieve this before the next Surrey AGM in 2014. 

 

Also in May, the Association’s Annual Quarter Peal Week took place and three of our newer ringers, Michael 

de Freitas, Freya Fraser and Kristen Frederickson, participated for the first time.   Each was successful in 

achieving a quarter peal.    

 

This has also been a heavy year for maintenance.  In the spring Whitechapel replaced the bearings on the 

bells.    This was the first major maintenance carried since they were re-furbished and re-hung over 30 years 

ago after the fire.   They are now running more smoothly and should remain in good condition for at least 

another 20 years.    Our bell ropes are expensive and become worn with continuous use; we have extended 

the life of some by having new sections spliced into them.    

 

Following the decision taken at the 2013 AGM, our 22 handbells were checked and refurbished as necessary 

by Whitechapel for £1855.60 + VAT (£2226.72).    This work was carried out without financial aid from the 

PCC.    They were returned just in time for us to teach a number of new ringers, mostly recruited from the 

youth group, who then rang carols for the late night shopping evening, at Viera Gray House, Walsingham 

Lodge and Diana House and finally for both the nativity services on Christmas Eve.  

 

We have enjoyed running the coffee shop on two Saturdays during the year.    In April we raised £71.83 

which went towards the costs of our handbell restoration.   In October we were able to send £192.75 to the 

Surrey Association Bell Restoration Fund.    

 

As far as training is concerned, it has been good to see several of the learners, including the occasional junior, 

coming when they can for the early part of the Friday evening practice.   This has given them the opportunity 

to ring with a stronger band than is sometimes available on a Saturday morning.   Towards the end of the 

year we undertook to train two ringers who will eventually join the Richmond band.   Apart from the local 



training, we have sent both helpers and learners to the Surrey Association training days.   Those joining these 

days as learners have found them beneficial.    

 

A write-up and photographs of many of our activities can be found on Kristen’s delightful blog "Sally Forth" 

and on the website www.stmarybarnes.org/bells 

 

As ever, I am grateful to all the members of the band for their enthusiasm and support and to my fellow 

Officers for the responsibilities they undertake.    I know that everyone is always willing to give time and 

assistance when required and that makes my own job as Captain very much easier!   Thank you all.  

 

Trisha Hawkins, Tower Captain 

 

 
 

Members of St Mary’s Bellringers in 2013: 

 

Officers 

Trisha Hartley 

Charles Turnbull 

Jill Wigney 

Kristen Frederickson 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael de Freitas 

Giles Dimock 

Eddie Hartley 

Eddie Heath 

Andrew Howard-Smith 

Katharine Malvern 

Monica Trow 

Mike Wigney 

Richard Worrall 

 

Juniors 

Freya Fraser 

Camille Rouault 

India Parker 

Georgie Stein-Hemmings 

 

 

Honorary Member 

Colin Yandle  

 

 

 


