
St Mary’s, Barnes Bellringers’ Annual General Meeting  

9 February 2013 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Apologies: Giles Dimock, Colin Yandle, Christine Northeast, Freya Fraser 

 

Present: Rev’d Richard Sewell (Rector), Charles Turnbull, Katharine Malvern, Michael de Freitas, 

Eddie Hartley, Eddie Heath, Andrew Howard-Smith, Trisha Hawkins, , Georgie Stein-Hemmings, 

India Parker, Monica Trow, Camille Rouault, Mike Wigney, Jill Wigney, Kristen Frederickson 

 

The Rector began the meeting with a prayer. 

 

2. Minutes.  The minutes of the 2012 meeting were accepted. 

 

3. Matters Arising.   There were none not already on the agenda 

 

4. Reports 

a.  Annual Report.   Trisha presented the Annual Report which was accepted.  Jill will add 

the document to the bellringers’ section of the church website with some of Kristen’s 

photos. 

 

b. Quarter Peal and Peal Reports.  A complete list of Quarter Peals and Peals rung in 2012 

has been compiled by Jill. 

 

c. Treasurer’s Report.  Jill gave the Treasurer’s Report and announced that transactions for 

the Post Office account can now only be undertaken through the post. 

We have committed £2226 for refurbishment of the handbells, including the £740 deposit 

already paid.  No money had been spent on the handbells since the 1980s.   The Treasurer’s 

report was accepted. 

 

5. Elections (chaired by the Rector) 

Tower Captain – Trisha Hawkins re-elected, proposed by Mike and seconded by Kristen.  

Trisha offered her thanks for the support given by the band in various tasks. 

Deputy Tower Captain – Charles Turnbull re-elected, proposed by Eddie and seconded by 

Trisha. 

Secretary – Kristen Frederickson re-elected, proposed by Andrew and seconded by Monica. 

Treasurer – Jill re-elected, proposed by Michael de Freitas, seconded by Monica (with the 

provision that Trisha will take over responsibilities for purchasing tea and coffee!). 

Steeple Keeper (non-elected) – Andrew Howard-Smith 

 

The Rector offered praise and thanks on behalf of the PCC and the Church for the efforts of 

our bellringing band not only for Sunday services but also for special occasions like 

weddings, baptisms and funerals.  Special thanks were given for the nurturing of the 

younger ringers in our band: Freya, India, Georgie and Camille.  Their presence was duly 

noted as a crucial factor in our future. 

 



Trisha asked for the Rector’s support in assuring that the time given over to our ringing for 

services be honoured, as interruptions by choir or organ can seriously impact on 

concentration and hence the quality of the ringing.    His cooperation was obtained. 

 

6.  Service Ringing: 

11:30 services are no longer held on a weekly basis but it was agreed that if service dates 

were ascertained ahead of time, we would try to be available.  Trisha also suggested that a 

Quarter Peal might be organized to follow some of these services. 

6:00 Evensong: we would try to ring for the main choral services and occasionally a Quarter 

Peal would be rung prior to a non-choral service. 

 

7.  Training and Practices 

Friday practices and Quarter Peals: Jill has relinquished responsibility for booking ringers for 

these practices and Mike Wigney has kindly agreed to take this over. 

 

Michael expressed a view that Kristen concurred with, that with notice and time to practice, 

Friday practices might not be too scary.  The younger ringers agreed, and it was planned that 

they would be invited in pairs.   It was agreed that the first part of the Friday practice, from 

7.30 to 8.15, should be targeted at the newer members of the local band to give them more 

opportunity to ring with a strong band. 

 

Eddie Hartley proposed that someone write to the typical Friday-night Quarter Peal ringers 

and urge them to stay on to help with learners’ practice at 7:30.  Mike has agreed to take on 

this correspondence. 

 

Saturday morning training: The view was expressed that perhaps a shorter theory session 

and more ringing would be welcome.  The plan was established to begin ringing at 10:30.  

The younger ringers promised to arrive on time, which will help. 

 

Sunday Quarter Peals: Mike explained that 6-bell Quarter peals are appropriate for Sundays, 

where Fridays should be kept for 8-bell Quarter Peals. 

 

Association Training Days: 2 March in Wimbledon, 9 November 2013 location TBA.  Trisha 

asks that everyone send RSVPs to her as soon as possible. 

 

8.  Barnes Outings and Trips 

Christine Northeast has proposed an outing to South Cambridge in September.  Dates are in 

discussion and the final date is TBA. 

 

Another outing is planned for January 25
th

, 2014. 

 

9. Barnes Weekends 

17-21 July, 2013, in Alsager, East Cheshire.  The younger ringers are asked to check their 

diaries and get back to Trisha. 

2014: 16 – 20 July (weekend after Barnes Fair) venue TBA 

 

10. Other Ringing Activities 



 a. Quarter Peal week: Saturday 11-Sunday 19 May 2013 

 

b. It was suggested that we ring for St George’s Day, and Kristen is in correspondence with 

Mike Bangham and Libby Alexander to make these plans 

 

c. Quarter peals would also be arranged to welcome the new Team Curate and for the 

Enthronement of the Archibishop of Canterbury. 

 

 

11.  Forthcoming Association Events Concerning Barnes 

a. Surrey Association Annual District Meeting in Barnes  

(Saturday 18
 
January 2014)   

 

b. Eddie Hartley discussed the possibility of hosting the Surrey Association’s AGM on 

Saturday 9 May, 2015, an event that has not taken place at St Mary’s, Barnes since the 

1950s.  The coincidence of the meeting with the 800
th

 anniversary of our church seems 

especially fortuitous.   

During the church celebrations we hope to include a presentation of some kind for the wider 

community to explain bellringing, which the Rector feels would be well-received. 

 

 

12: Future Non-Ringing Activities 

a. Coffee Mornings (Saturdays 20 April and 12 October 2013) 

b. Tower Opening for Barnes Fair (Saturday 13 July).  Charles agreed to organize our 

activities once again. 

 

13. Tower/Bell Maintenance 

a. Bells: The Church had agreed to pay for Whitechapel to fit new bearings on the 5th at 

£750.   Trisha is responsible for agreeing a date for the work.  After the 5
th

 is done, we may 

consider treating other bells in the same way.   

b. We have six ropes away having new tails put on. 

c. Annual Tower clean was accomplished earlier in the day, thanks to all who participated. 

 

14. Peal Boards 

a. It was agreed to look into having a Peal Board made for the Diamond Jubilee Peal.  Trisha 

will follow this up. 

 

15. Handbells 

a. India reported on their ringing at Old People’s homes, as well as the late-night shopping at 

Christmas.   

c. 6 December ringing is planned for late-night shopping. 

d. Several of the younger ringers would like to do a handbell event to support them in their 

Duke of Edinburgh activities. 

e. Kristen agreed to remind Trisha to ask the Kettle family to sign up for the March 24 

Barnes Musical Festival evensong. 

 



16. Communication and Website 

a. The blog, “Ringing at St Mary’s” was mentioned and the girls thanked for their work.  Our 

two most recent blog posts will be featured in an upcoming issue of “Northern Stars” Surrey 

Association newsletter. 

b.  Eddie asked that ringers be more vigilant about picking up their copies of “Northern 

Stars” from the Tower when new issues come out. 

c.  Kristen will look out the “Young Ringers’” page on the website of the Surrey Association 

to see if our junior ringers would like to become involved. 

 

17. CRB 

There is an updated list available from the office as to who has CRB clearance.  Michael de 

Freitas is willing to begin the process.  Kristen has communicated with Lucy Hine on this 

matter. 

 

18. Date of next meeting: 1 February, or 8 February 2014 proposed, TBA 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

 

2013   

24 March    Handbell ringing for Barnes Music Festival evensong  

20 April   Coffee Shop run by ringers   

11 May   Surrey Association AGM at Putney  

1-19 May   Surrey Quarter Peal Week  

13 July   Tower open for Barnes Fair  

17-20 July Summer trip (as invited) 

October Coffee Shop run by ringers (date t.b.c. but probably 12 October) 

9 November   Surrey Association Training Day (Bletchingley)  

 

2014    

18 January   Surrey Annual District Meeting - Barnes   

 

 

 


