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Winter Outing 2007 (27 January) 
This year our winter outing was organised by Charles Turnbull who had arranged for us to ring 
on some lovely bells in some beautiful rural areas on the Sussex/Surrey border.  Although it was 
still January the weather was beautiful, like a spring day.    Around twenty ringers enjoyed 
ringing at all levels, an excellent pub lunch in the Crown at Alfold, a very pleasant tea in 
Darnleys in Haslemere and the ringing finished with a quarter peal of Yorkshire Surprise Major.   
Later some finished off the day with a Chinese meal at the Gourmet Buffet in Hammersmith.     
 

          
 
Ringing Associations 
Newer ringers may not know much about the 
Ringing Associations. There are ringing 
Associations which cover the UK (and the 
world) territorially and are affiliated to the 
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. The 
territorial Associations line up roughly with 
Dioceses, though for various reasons the 
boundaries are not always the same. There 
are other Associations which bring ringers 
together for other reasons, usually common 
interests or employment, and of course there 
are the two Senior Associations the Ancient 
Society of College Youths and the Royal 
Society of Cumberland Youths. The 
associations help local bands with training 
and provide other support and most of us 
belong at least to the relevant territorial 
Association for our area. Here in Barnes we 
are south of the River Thames in part of 

Greater London which used to be in Surrey 
and the Association serving our area is the 
Surrey Association. North of the river, 
Chiswick and Fulham ringers belong to the 
Middlesex  County Association and London 
Diocesan Guild (MCALDG). The Associations 
organise ringing events of various types 
during the year and also training sessions on 
different aspects of ringing. Because we 
regularly ring both north and south of the 
River many of us belong to both Associations 
and some times their events clash. There is a 
particularly unfortunate clash on Saturday 
March 3rd (see below)! 
 
Those who already belong to an Association 
should note that annual subscriptions are now 
due and pay Jill a.s.a.p.! 

 
 
Surrey Association Annual spring Training Day – Saturday March 3 rd based at Wimbledon 
For our newer members and friends we strongly recommend this as one of your first 
opportunities to ring at another tower and with different trainers. It will broaden your experience, 
give you a full day’s training and provide a chance to meet other trainees and learn something of 
the Surrey Association. If you are interested in attending please speak to Eddie sooner rather 
than later. Closing date for applications: Tuesday February 20 th. 
 
Others please note helpers are also needed. Names to Eddie please. 

MCALDG Southern District Outing to Central London – Saturday March 3 rd 
James White and David Neil are organising an Outing to some of the famous central London 
Towers, hopefully some of those associated with the Oranges and Lemons rhyme. All are 
welcome and details of the programme will be released soon. 
 
AGM and Annual Dinner 
The AGM and Dinner will be held on Saturday March 17 th. We have not set out deliberately to 
join in St Patrick’s Day celebrations but have managed to choose the same date as those who 
are. We shall be circulating everyone shortly so we can make our restaurant booking in plenty of 
time. We also need to schedule a tower spring cleaning and maintenance operation and will be 
consulting on dates in the near future. 
 
Spring Trip to the Channel Islands 
Planning for this is well underway and the 
dates of April 20 – 22 should be confirmed 
soon. Eighteen ringers have expressed an 
interest in coming on this trip and it is hoped 
to have the full details for them shortly. There 
are seven towers with six or more bells on the 
Channel Islands and we now have agreement 
to ring at four of them and do not anticipate 

any problem with two others.   Unfortunately 
the bells have been removed from the tower 
at St John’s, Jersey, as major repairs are 
being undertaken and they are not likely to be 
available at the time of our visit. There are 
also 3 threes on the island of Guernsey, but 
apparently all of these are unringable.  

 
May trip to Isle of Wight 
James White is organising a trip to the Isle of Wight for the MCALDG Southern District over the 
period May 4 - 7 th. 
 
Annual Summer Tour 
Our summer tour will run from July 18 th – 23 rd and will visit the Sussex / Kent borders around 
Hastings and Rye. 
 
Visit to Whitechapel Bell Foundry 
Several people have suggested it would be nice to have another trip to the Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry for those who have not been, and it is proposed to arrange a visit for later this year or 
early next year. We would have a morning tour of the foundry and then those who wished could 
continue the day with a pub lunch and some general ringing at a couple towers relatively near to 
the foundry in the afternoon. One date we are considering is Saturday October 27th. If we wish 
to tour the foundry on this date we need to make a booking very quickly and pay a deposit of £4 
per head. Those who are interested should email Eddie to confirm interest and be prepared to 
pay the deposit in the near future. 
 
DVD - The Craft of Bell Ringing 
Some of you may have seen the promotional material for this dvd which was released recently. 
We have purchased a tower copy which is available to anyone who would like to borrow it. 
 
New Wall Clock in the Ringing Area 
We have purchased a radio controlled wall clock for the ringing area which is correct to the 
nearest second.  Initially is has replaced our blue clock, but this position is not satisfactory and 
reflection from the window makes it almost impossible to read at most angles. We hope to re-
position it when we can find a suitable position. Any suggestions welcome. 
 
Laptop computers needed  
We have four functional computers for our simulator sessions, but would really like more.  There 
is also a need for some of these at Fulham and possibly Chiswick. They do not have to be very 
up-to-date or have large memories for simulator work, simply enough to support Windows 98, so 
if you come across anyone who is ready to dispose of an old laptop please mention our need. 



 
New Beginners 
We have five new beginners learning and progressing well. One is Jennifer Cox who writes a 
short column on clubs and hobbies for the Metro. Jennifer came to find out about ringing for her 
column and so enjoyed the morning at Barnes she is now learning! A copy is on the tower notice 
board. The other newcomers are Richard Worrall, Lee Smith, Emma King and Jenny Walker, 
though unfortunately Jenny has hurt her shoulder and cannot continue with her learning until it is 
better. 
 
Old Beginners! 
On Saturday November 23 1996, Barnes ringers held a recruitment morning and managed to 
recruit six new ringers. Ten years on three of those recruits are now extremely valuable 
members of our band, ringing regularly every Sunday and supporting training and all our other 
activities. To mark their “10th Anniversary” Giles, Trisha and Andrew decided to thank those 
members of the local band who had taught them and others who regularly now ring with them at 
St Mary's, by inviting them to dinner. Last November 29 th after a celebratory quarter peal of 
Grandsire Triples a group sat down to a private dinner in the Ellerton Room. A very pleasant 
evening was enjoyed by all and the health of those recruits and the continued success of ringing 
at St Mary’s were toasted. Needless to say the others involved were most appreciative and 
thanks were expressed all round! 
 

 

  
 
 
 

The Quarter Peal Band for Andrew, Giles 
and Trisha’s 10 th Anniversary celebration on 

29th November 2006 
 

 
Handbells 
A big thank you to everyone who was involved with all the handbell ringing before Christmas.    
We raised £115 for the National Society for Epilepsy (in memory of Nick) at the Barnes Late 
Night Shopping Evening.    We also rang at three old people’s homes in Barnes, for the 
Wetlands Carol Service and for a Stroke Centre in Kew.   Great enjoyment was had by both 
ringers and listeners! 
 
Web site 
We intend to regularly update our tower web site with information about Tower activities and 
would like to encourage everyone to keep an eye on it for information about both regular and 
forthcoming activities: www.stmarybarnes.org/bell.htm under Groups. 
 
The amount of ringing info on the web is increasing daily. It is recommended that you have the 
following web-sites amongst your favourites: 
 
http://www.surreybellringers.org.uk/General/Introduction.html  
http://www.mcaldg.org.uk/  
http://www.ringing.info/  
http://www.campanophile.co.uk/   

 
Mid-week Daytime ringing  
Everyone is reminded of the MCALDG weekday practices at All Saints Isleworth on the second 
Tuesday of the month. 10.30 – 12.30 
 
 
Ringing Roadshow 
Plans are underway for the next Ringing 
Roadshow which will be a two day event in 
September 2008. Building on the success of 
previous Roadshows (the last one was at 
Newbury in 2005) the CCCBR Public 
Relations Committee is delighted to announce 
that John Anderson of the St Martin's Guild 
for the Diocese of Birmingham will form and 
lead an organising team for the next one. It 
will be at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
(home of the Royal Show) on Friday 5th and 
Saturday 6th September 2008. Please 
reserve these days in your diary now. The 

name of the event may be changed and 
suggestions for a new title would be welcome. 
It is a new venture to organise a two-day 
event and plans are very much in embryo 
stage at the moment. However, it is hoped 
that it will give an opportunity for more people 
to see the show, and a major social event and 
get-together is planned for the Friday 
evening. There are both camping facilities 
and an hotel on the site at Stoneleigh, as well 
as a range of good local accommodation off-
site. Put this in your 2008 diary planner now! 

 
Editorial Note 
We regret that the last two editions of Tower News never made it to publication and most of the 
information was released piecemeal. We aim to improve on this performance – the next edition 
should appear in May or June!  
 
 
Summary of Dates for your diary! 
 

2007  
Friday February 9th Barnes practice and QP moved to All Saints Fulham 
Saturday February 10th Ringers providing Coffee and Cakes for Coffee Shop 

(but at the back of the church)! 
Saturday March 3rd - Surrey Association Wimbledon Training Day. 

- MCALDG S District, Oranges and Lemons Outing. 
Saturday March 17th   Barnes Tower AGM and Annual Dinner 
Monday April 9th    MCALDG Open Day 
Friday April 20th – Sunday April 22nd Trip to Channel Islands 
Friday May 4th – Monday May 7th   MCALDG Trip to Isle of Wight 
May 12 – 20th   Surrey Assn QP Week 
Wed July 18th – Mon July 23rd Summer Tour 
 
2008 

 

Friday/ Saturday Sept 5th & 6th 2008 Ringing Roadshow! 
 
Contact information: 
 
Eddie Hartley (Captain) 020 8748 4328 edmund.hartley@talk21.com  07803 748685 

Charles Turnbull (Deputy Captain) 020 8878 2295 Charles.Turnbull@blueyonder.co.uk   

Trisha Hawkins (Secretary) 020 8741 1413 trisha.hawkins@confmed.co.uk   07730 988370 

Jill Wigney (Treasurer) 020 8740 9879  Mike_Jill@hotmail.com   07802 746232 

St Mary’s Church Office  020 8741 5422 office@stmarybarnes.org  

  

St Mary’s Bellringers:     www.stmarybarnes.org/bell.htm  


