
Dates for your diary 
 
2008  
Saturday Dec 20th                     Surrey Northern District Christmas meeting 

Benhilton 7.30 PM 
 

2009  
Friday January 9th Barnes and Fulham Ringers Christmas Party 

 
Saturday January 10th Saturday Morning training at Barnes restarts 

 
Saturday Jan 10th Surrey Assn Training – Up and Down in Peal 

 
Saturday January 17th Surrey Northern District ADM 

Battersea 3.00 pm 
 

Sunday January 18th  Tower Nomination Meeting  
Melvill Room 5.30 pm 
 

Saturday January 24th Winter Outing 
 

Saturday January 31st Surrey AssnTraining – Mixed Doubles 
 

Saturday February 7th   Middx Southern District ADM –  
Bedfont and Ashford 
 

Saturday March 7th Surrey Association Training Day 
 

Saturday April 18th Tower AGM and Annual Dinner 
 

 
 
Ringing websites: 
 
http://www.surreybellringers.org.uk/General/Introduction.html 
http://www.mcaldg.org.uk/ 
http://www.ringing.info/ 
http://www.campanophile.co.uk/  
 
 
Contact information: 
 
Eddie Hartley (Captain) 020 8748 4328 edmund.hartley@talk21.com  07803 748685 

Charles Turnbull (Deputy Captain) 020 8878 2295 Charles.Turnbull@blueyonder.co.uk   

Trisha Hawkins (Secretary) 020 8741 1413 trisha.hawkins@confmed.co.uk   07730 988370 

Jill Wigney (Treasurer) 020 8740 9879  Mike_Jill@hotmail.com   07802 746232 

St Mary’s Church Office  020 8741 5422 office@stmarybarnes.org  

  
 
St Mary’s Bellringers:     http://www.stmarybarnes.org/bells/index.html  
 

TOWER NEWS! 

December 2008  
 
 
 

 
Eddie Hartley to stand down from Captaincy 

 
After 25 years as Captain of Barnes Ringers Eddie Hartley is 
standing down at the next Tower AGM. Arrangements are in 
hand to hold a Nomination Meeting in January and it is hoped a 
smooth transition to a new management team will take place 
during the first three months of the year. 
 

 
 
 
Saturday Mornings at Barnes 
 
There will be a series of the usual Training Session at Barnes on Saturday mornings in the New 
Year, starting on Saturday January 10th.  It is planned to issue a programme listing Saturdays 
on which we shall have Training sessions in the near future and we shall be in touch with some 
of you shortly to try and put together a rota of helpers. 
 
 
Simulators 
 
As some of you will know we have recently run two simulator training sessions for the Surrey 
Association.   These were very successful with very positive feedback from all of the students (8 
altogether), some asking if they could come back and spend more time on a simulator. 
 
 

 
 

Students concentrating hard 



At Barnes we now have the hardware for four simulators (though one of our laptops is unreliable 
and needs repairing or replacing).   We have recently put together some software for dodging 
practice and we find that ringers who overcome the initial difficulties of ringing by listening alone 
are increasingly finding the simulator a very useful learning tool.    It has become clear that many 
people have to be prepared to work hard at listening and ideally, to put in at least an hour at their 
initial session. It takes some ringers quite a while to get to grips with ringing by listening and 
counting alone, but all seem to find it is well worth persevering!     
 
 

 
 

Andrew and Eddie (Heath) operating the laptops – one per student 
 
 
When ringing on a simulator there are no visual aids so ringers have to ring by listening, 
counting and using rhythm.   Most find they rapidly increase their listening skills and this is the 
main use of simulators by beginners.   Once they are able to listen and hear where their bell is, 
the simulator is then a useful tool for practising methods or calling touches and also for ringing 
on higher numbers.    
 
We are planning to run some more Saturday morning training sessions in the New Year starting 
on January 10th and the simulators will be available,  but will only be set up if booked in advance!   
Those who have not yet seriously tried to ring with a simulator might like to consider booking a 
session and taking advantage of the experience it offers.    
 
Following the success of the two courses we have run for the Surrey Association, the 
Association Training Committee has asked us to run two more in 2009.   It would be helpful if 
one or two people could volunteer to learn how to connect and set up the simulators and where 
the various components and pieces of equipment are stowed, so that we all have the same 
approach and know where to find everything.    
 
 
A new recruit 
 
We are currently teaching Eleanor Mason, who lives opposite Michael Murison, to ring.   She 
hopes this will help her achieve her Duke of Edinburgh Award.    She has made good progress 
and we expect to have her ringing with us soon after we restart the training sessions in January.    
 
 
Fund Raising 
 
The coffee morning on October 11th raised £118.24 for the Surrey Bell Restoration Fund.    The 
handbell team who turned out on the cold, late night shopping evening on December 5th raised 
£88.65 for Richmond Mind.     

AGM and Annual Dinner 
 
Following the recent email survey it has 
been decided to hold the AGM and Annual 
Dinner on Saturday April 18th (instead of 
March 28th).    None of the dates circulated 
suited everybody but this was the most 
popular and we have now confirmed booking 
of Kitson Hall for that evening.     Please put 
this date in your diary!   We are hoping for a 

good turnout for the meeting, the quarter 
peals and the dinner in the evening.    It is 
our intention to make the dinner a bigger 
event than usual and we shall need to 
establish the numbers in good time. We 
shall be in touch shortly to find out who 
plans to attend.    

 
 
Friday practices 
 
Please note there will not be a practice on Friday December 19th or Friday December 26th as we 
do not expect sufficient support to make either viable.    
 
The practice on Friday February 6th will be moved because of the Annual Ball at St Mary’s.    It is 
probable it will be held at Richmond but this is still subject to confirmation.   
 
 
Winter Outing 
 
The winter outing will be on Saturday January 24th and will be to the south-east corner of 
Oxfordshire.   More details will be available in January but in the meantime keep the date free.  
 
 
Surrey Association Northern District ADM 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Northern District 
of the Surrey Association will take place at 
Battersea on January 17th.    Battersea are 
always good hosts and it would be nice to 
see better representation of the tower at 
Association meetings.    Why not come 
along and find out what happens and meet 
the Officers who will be elected to run the 

District for the next year?    (Following Eddie 
Hartley’s decision to stand down from the 
District Committee there is potentially a 
vacancy for a Committee member so we 
would happily put forward the name of 
anyone willing to serve on the District 
Committee for election).   

 
 
Barnes Tower Nomination Meeting 
 
We shall be holding this meeting at 5.30 pm on Sunday January 18th in the Melvill Room.   At 
this meeting we hope to agree the arrangements for running the tower after Eddie Hartley stands 
down at the AGM.   We shall also be nominating candidates for election as future officers at the 
AGM.   We are adopting this procedure so that the officers designate can begin to make 
arrangements for the various activities later in the year.    
 
 
Surrey Association Training Day:  March 7th 2009 
 
The next Surrey Association Training Day is rapidly approaching.   The Association will be 
circulating information early in the New Year but in the meantime why not put the date in your 
diary and start planning the next step in your training or helping beginners.  
 


